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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)M This action is non-finaL 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fonnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1:3 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1^ is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim{s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 13 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 13 The drawing(s) filed on 26 September 2003 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)[3 objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held In abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the connection is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or forni PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 
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1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informahties: 
On page 4, line 2 from the bottom, it would appear that "exploded" should read ~ 
exposed--. 

On page 5, lines 2, it is not understood what is meant by "the cooUng fan can control the 
knob or the touch bottom interface". It would appear that only the user can control the knob or 
the touch button interface. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claim 2 is rejected xmder 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply with the 
enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not described in the 
specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which 
it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. Claim 2 recites "wherein the 
manual fan speed controlling interface conprises a stage control knob, a step-less adjusting knob 
and a touch switch". That is, the claim recites the combination of all three types of interfaces. 
There is no disclosure of how the combination of these interfaces can be used together. This 
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would place an undue burden on one of ordinary skill in the art to make and use the invention. 
This rejection can be overcome by reciting -comprises one of a stage control knob. . 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his inventioa 

Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. 

The scope of claim 2 cannot be ascertained due to its basis on a non-enabling disclosiire. 
Furthermore, claim 2 improperly recites alternative embodiments. Applicant may consider 
reciting these embodiments in "Markush" form. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this coimtry, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1 to 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Barzilai et al 
(US 5,434,946). Barzilai et al disclose a fan 26 having a motor control integrated on a PCB 
board (col 4, 1. 9), which board is located inside the fan frame 10. The PCB has a variable 
resistor 78 for controlling the motor speed (col. 5, 11. 20 to 23). The fan frame 10 has a manual 
fan speed controlling interface comprised of touch switches 38 and 40, Characterizing the fan as 
a "cooling" fan is merely the intended use of the fan. Whether or not the fan cools an object is a 
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function of the tenperature of the object relative to the tenqjerature of the fan air, which object is 
beyond the scope of the claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the mvention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 to 3 are also rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Su (US 
6,396,675) in view of Dob et al (US 4,734,012) and Evoy (US 5,713,030). Su discloses a 
cooling fan inside a fan frame. The speed of the fan is controlled by adjusting knob 1 12. 
However, Su does not disclose that the components are integrated on a PCB and that the knob 
1 12 is connected to a variable resistor. Dob et al disclose a fan having a knob connected to a 
variable resistor 88 for controlling the speed of the fan. Evoy discloses electronic components 
which are mounted on a PCB (col. 2, 1. 48), which is more compact as compared to point-to- 
point wiring. In view of these teachings, it would have been obvious to connect the knob of Su 
to a variable resistor, and to connect the electronic components to a PCB. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to appHcant's 
disclosure. 
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Any inquiry relating to patent applications in general should be directed to the Patent 
Assistance Center at 1-800-786-9199. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Koczo, Jr. whose telephone number is 571-272-4830. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th; 7:00-3:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ehud Gartenberg can be reached at 571-272-4828. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published appUcations 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EEC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
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